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GLOBAL WITNESS COMPLAINT AGAINST THE VIETNAM RUBBER GROUP (VRG)

October 7,2014

Global Witness lodged a Policy for Association complaint against the Vietnam Rubber Group
(VRG). FSC accepted the complaint on the 24th of September 2014.

The complaint alleges that VRG’s rubber plantations have significant negative impacts on the
environment and the livelihood of local communities in Laos and Cambodia. The complaint
states that local villages affected by VRG’s rubber concessions lost vast tracts of land and
forest and that the company is clearing forests with high conservation values. Allegations of
illegal logging, timber laundering, non-compliance with national laws and child labour on the

plantations are also made.

The activities described in the complaint have not directly taken place on FSC certified forest
concessions, but illegal logging, the violation of traditional and human rights in forestry
operations, the destruction of high conservation values in forestry operations, significant
conversion of forests to plantations or non-forest use and the violation of the core ILO

conventions constitute a breach of the Policy for the Association of Organizations with FSC

FSC is evaluating this complaint based on the procedure for Processing Policy for Association

Complaintsin the FSC Certification Scheme

A Complaints Panel shall be established within 30 days of the acceptance of the complaint.
Once the Complaints Panel is established, they will start an independent investigation of the

complaint and submit a recommendation to the FSC Board of Directors.


http://ic.fsc.org/download.fsc-pol-01-004-v2-0-policy-for-the-association-of-organizations-with-fsc.155.htm
http://ic.fsc.org/download.fsc-pro-01-009-v3-0-en-processing-policy-for-association-complaints-in-the-fsc-certification-scheme.1659.htm
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