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European Commission 
DG Environment

Update – EU Regulation on 
deforestation- and forest degradation 

free supply chains



Legislative and implementation track

1
9
1
9

• November 2021: Commission proposal

• June 2022: Council general approach

• September 2022: European Parliament’s resolution

• December 2022: Preliminary political agreement between EP and Council

• May-June 2023 (tentative): Entry into force

• December 2024 (tentative): Entry into application of obligations for operators (June 2025 
for small enterprises)



Implementation tasks

2020

• Information System: IT developments, Implementing Acts, up and 
running by the entry into application.

• Benchmarking: Implementing act, to be adopted by the entry into 
application.

• FAQ/Focus Groups/Guidelines: For operators and traders, for 
competent authorities, on certain definitions and regarding the 
technical questions of implementation.

• Review: First and second review within one and two years, 
respectively, of entry into force



• Information sessions for EU Delegations

• Information sessions for third country Ambassadors

• Local workshops in third countries

• Support contracts for public diplomacy for key regions 

• Extensive interaction with third countries: Bilateral meetings at 
technical and political level

• Missions and relevant multilateral fora: Information and discussion on 
deforestation and forest degradation

• Deforestation platform: Key forum for interactions and implementation; 
creation of two focus groups (traceability and smallholders) 
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Outreach activities
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Traceability

• Core requirement : Traceability to plot of land of all commodities, 
necesary to ensure deforestation-free requirement

• Segregation: Commodities to be kept separated along supply chains
from those of unknown origin and non-compliant ones

• Composite and bulk products: Agregated traceability of all plots of
land contributing to a shipment

• Geolocation: Mobile phones allow farmers to easily collect 
coordinates, bypassing potential problems with land registers
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Certification
• Article 9: Certification allowed as risk mitigation tool, provided it can 

supply information required (geolocation to plot of land)

• Responsibility: Operators and traders are liable for any breach of the
Regulation regardless of the use of certification

• Shortcomings of certification systems to be addressed:

• Prohibitive costs for smallholders

• Traceability of the commodities back to the plot of origin (Information System)

• Controls of volumes of certified materials

• Problems with sanctions and corrective actions



© European Union 2021

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that are not owned by 
the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.

Thank you!
Learn more here: 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/publications/proposal-regulation-deforestation-free-products_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-16298-2022-INIT/en/pdf
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https://ec.europa.eu/environment/publications/proposal-regulation-deforestation-free-products_en




Wood products 

and the EUDR 

Global trading flows to the EU

Wood you find it? 
Brussels, April 2023
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EU Deforestation Regulation – Wood products
Initially proposed by the European Parliament*

Additional products proposed by the Trilogue** 4401 Fuel wood

4402 Wood charcoal

4403 Wood in the rough

4406 Railway or tramway sleepers

4407 Wood sawn or chipped lengthwise

4408 Sheets for veneering 

4409 Wood continuously shaped

4410 Particle board

4411 Fibreboard of wood 

4412 Plywood, veneered panels

4413 00 00 Densified wood

4414 00 Wooden frames 

4415 Packing cases and others; pallets

4416 00 00 Casks, barrels, vats, tubs

4418 Builders’ joinery and carpentry of wood

47 (5 HS Codes) Pulp of wood

48 (23 HS Codes) Paper, paperboard, paper pulp

9403 30 Wooden furniture (offices)

9403 40 Wooden furniture (kitchen)

9403 50 00 Wooden furniture (bedroom)

9403 60 Other wooden furniture

9403 90 30 Parts of furniture of wood (excl. seats)

9406 10 00 Prefabricated buildings of wood

4404 Piles, pickets, stakes, sticks, chip wood (hoop wood)

4405 Wood wool; wood flour

4417 Tools, broom or brush bodies and handles

4419 Tableware and Kitchenware

4420 Wood marquetry and inlaid wood

4421 Other articles of wood, including coffins

49 (11 HS Codes) Printed papers

9401 Seats

• Wood and articles of wood (incl. charcoal)                       
21 HS Codes (group 44)

• Pulp & paper                                                                              
3 HS Codes groups (39 HS Codes) (group 47 [5], 48 [23] 
and 49 [11])

• Furniture                                                                                            
7 HS Codes (group 94)

31 HS Codes (67 HS Codes)

* Amendments adopted by the European Parliament on the draft proposal by the Commission - https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0311_EN.pdf

** Draft compromise text after the trilogue negotiations - https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-16298-2022-INIT/en/pdf

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0311_EN.pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-16298-2022-INIT/en/pdf
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Wood products coming from Non-EU supply countries

HS Codes Group Products
Imports from non-EU countries (2021)*

By Value (€) By Volume (kg)

44 Wood and wood articles (incl. charcoal) € 13,987,092,422 30% 40,572,928,568 66%

47, 48, 49 Pulp & paper € 16,823,105,898 37% 16,516,519,826 27%

94 Furniture € 15,234,798,334 33% 4,112,228,028 7%

Total € 46,044,996,654 100% 61,201,676,422 100%

* 2021 trading data from Access2Market platform, checked on 24 March 2023 (https://trade.ec.europa.eu/access-to-markets/en/statistics)

Seat (9401) - 52%

Main non-EU suppliers 

[by volume]

China - 73%

Main products 

[by volume]

Pulp (47…) - 60% Brazil - 38%

Fuel wood (4401) - 60% Russia - 32% Finland, Netherlands, Belgium

Germany, France, Netherlands 

Italy, Netherlands, Germany 

Main EU buyers

[Member States]

https://trade.ec.europa.eu/access-to-markets/en/statistics


HS Code Description Volume (kg) #1 % #2 % #3 % Others Top 10

4401 Fuel wood 14,973,113,782 Russia 32% Belarus 20% United States 13% 35% #6 Brazil

4403 Wood in the rough 9,832,456,902 Russia 46% Norway 38% Brazil** 7% 9%

#7 Mozambique

#8 Congo

#9 Central African Rep

#10 Cameroon

4407 Wood sawn or chipped lengthwise 6,963,120,090 Russia 35% Belarus 28% Ukraine 12% 25%
#5 Cameroon

#7 Brazil

#10 Gabon

4412 Plywood, veneered panels 2,050,637,618 Russia 41% China 20% Brazil 15% 24%
#7 Indonesia

#8 Gabon

4410 Particle board 1,395,608,517 Belarus 33% Russia 19% Ukraine 16% 32% -

4415 Packing case, pallets 1,085,148,518 Ukraine 32% Belarus 19% Norway 13% 36% -

4411 Fibreboard of wood 1,011,342,148 Belarus 27% Russia 24% Turkey 14% 35% #10 Brazil

4421 Other articles of wood, including coffins 651,941,742 China 28% Belarus 19% Russia 13% 39%
#8 Indonesia

#9 Malaysia

#10 Brazil

4418 Builders’ joinery and carpentry of wood 627,343,205 China 30% Ukraine 13% Russia 11% 46%
#5 Indonesia

#9 Brazil

4402 Wood charcoal 612,977,803 Ukraine 24% Namibia 14% Cuba 13% 49%

#4 Nigeria

#5 Indonesia

#6 Paraguay

#7 Argentina

#9 South Africa
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Top 3 non-EU supply countries by products (group 44 – wood, wood articles, charcoal)*

* 2021 trading data from Access2Market platform, checked on 24 March 2023 (https://trade.ec.europa.eu/access-to-markets/en/statistics)

** In green, countries with Forest Cover and Net Forest Loss (self reported) – FAO (https://www.fao.org/3/ca9825en/ca9825en.pdf)

https://trade.ec.europa.eu/access-to-markets/en/statistics
https://www.fao.org/3/ca9825en/ca9825en.pdf
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HS Code Description Volume (kg) #1 % #2 % #3 % Others Top 10

4409 Wood continuously shaped 431,997,404 Russia 29% Brazil** 17% Indonesia 17% 37%
#7 Peru

#9 Gabon

4408 Sheets for veneering 351,178,922 Ukraine 23% Gabon 22% Russia 14% 41%
#7 Cameroon

#9 Congo

4404 Piles, pickets, stakes, sticks 150,176,468 Belarus 56% Ukraine 10% Russia 7% 27%
#5 Brazil

#8 South Africa

4419 Tableware and Kitchenware 107,833,555 China 81% India 5% Vietnam 3% 11%
#4 Indonesia

#7 Thailand

4420 Wood marquetry and inlaid wood 102,869,945 China 72% Indonesia 10% India 6% 12% #7 Thailand

4413 00 00 Densified wood 83,760,333 China 92% Bosnia and Herz. 2% Ukraine 1% 5% #7 Cameroon

4414 00 Wooden frames 44,143,960 China 92% United Kingdom 2% Albania 1% 5% #6 Indonesia

4416 00 00 Casks, barrels, vats, tubs 35,961,493 United States 77% United Kingdom 10% Ukraine 8% 5% #6 South Africa

4406 Railway or tramway sleepers 33,454,788 Gabon 32% Belarus 22% Bosnia and Herz. 19% 27% #8 Congo

4417 Tools, broom or brush bodies and handles 19,438,459 Ukraine 34% Brazil 31% China 22% 13% #8 Argentina

4405 Wood wool; wood flour 8,422,916 Ukraine 61% Russia 19% Norway 9% 11% -

Wood and articles of wood 

(incl. charcoal)

21 HS Codes

Forest-risk countries 

top 10 suppliers

18 HS Codes 

Forest-risk countries 

top 3 suppliers

8 HS Codes 

China among top 3 

suppliers

8 HS Codes 

* 2021 trading data from Access2Market platform, checked on 24 March 2023 (https://trade.ec.europa.eu/access-to-markets/en/statistics)

** In green, countries with Forest Cover and Net Forest Loss (self reported) – FAO (https://www.fao.org/3/ca9825en/ca9825en.pdf)

Top 3 non-EU supply countries by products (group 44 – wood, wood articles, charcoal)*

https://trade.ec.europa.eu/access-to-markets/en/statistics
https://www.fao.org/3/ca9825en/ca9825en.pdf
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Top 3 non-EU supply countries by products (group 47, 48, 49 – pulp & paper)*

HS Code Description Volume (kg) #1 % #2 % #3 % Others Top 10

47(…) Pulp of wood 9,850,424,420 Brazil** 38% United States 16% Uruguay 12% 34% -

48(...) Paper, paperboard, paper pulp 6,328,634,519 United Kingdom 14% Switzerland 14% United States 12% 60%
#9 Indonesia

#10 Brazil

49(…) Printed papers 337,460,887 China 37% United Kingdom 27% United States 7% 29% -

HS Code Description Volume (kg) #1 % #2 % #3 % Others Top 10

9401 Seats 2,238,345,955 China 73% Vietnam 5% Turkey 5% 17% #7 Indonesia**

9403 60 Other wooden furniture 1,129,181,539 China 45% Ukraine 10% India 8% 37%
#6 Indonesia

#10 Malaysia

9403 50 00 Wooden furniture (bedroom) 414,970,545 China 28% Turkey 16% Belarus 10% 46%
#8 Brazil

#9 Malaysia

9403 90 30
Parts of furniture of wood (excl. 

seats)
114,651,000 China 21% Belarus 20% Ukraine 16% 43% -

9403 30 Wooden furniture (offices) 79,989,169 China 54% Ukraine 14% Belarus 6% 26%
#6 Brazil

#9 Indonesia

9403 40 Wooden furniture (kitchen) 70,767,737 China 24% Ukraine 23% Serbia 14% 39% -

9406 10 00 Prefabricated buildings of wood 64,322,083 Russia 22% Belarus 20% Ukraine 19% 39% -

Top 3 non-EU supply countries by products (group 94 - furniture)*

* 2021 trading data from Access2Market platform, checked on 24 March 2023 (https://trade.ec.europa.eu/access-to-markets/en/statistics)

** In green, countries with Forest Cover and Net Forest Loss (self reported) – FAO (https://www.fao.org/3/ca9825en/ca9825en.pdf)

https://trade.ec.europa.eu/access-to-markets/en/statistics
https://www.fao.org/3/ca9825en/ca9825en.pdf
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‘Deforestation-risk’ 

supply countries among 

the Top 3 suppliers to 

EU, by products
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Top 5 Brazilian wood exporters connected to the EU market*

10 fines since 2015 
Greenex

Brasil Exportadora 

de Madeiras

Mil Madeiras 

Preciosas

Laminados de 

Madeiras do Pará

Brasil Norte

France

Belgium

Netherlands

Portugal

Denmark

Vogel Import

Van den Berg Hardhout

Globaldis

Peltier Bois

Ferreira Martins & Filhos

Precious Woods Holdings

Vandecasteele Houtimport

Dekker Hout Den Haag

GWW Houtimport

Keflico

Jammes

no fines

23 fines since 2018 

5 fines since 2016 

no fines

EU Buyer EU Operator
Top 5 Brazilian 

exporters (2021)

Environmental 

fines

* Based on shipment data (Panjiva) covering HS codes from the group 44 - wood and wood products - and on environmental fines database from the Brazilian Federal Environmental Agency (IBAMA)



Discussion points
China (a relevant “intermediate”)

- Among the top 3 suppliers of 15 HS codes (out of 31 analysed) 

- Timber production (~100 million m3) X (~550-600 million m3) timber consumption*

- Raw material (logs and lumber) accounts for 80% of wood imports, of which ¼ is hardwood (Brazil, 

Thailand, Philippines, Gabon, Papua New Guinea, and the Solomon Islands are relevant suppliers of 

hardwood)*

“Deforestation-risk” countries

- Among the top 10 of 23 HS codes (out of 31 analysed)

- Among the top 3 of 10 HS codes (out of 31 analysed) 

- Big suppliers from Brazil linked to several EU operators and countries have recent environmental fines

Number of EU wood operators

- EUTR report: Countries’ number of importing operators are significantly high (total 138,002): Italy (30,210), 

Germany (27,000), France (14,000), Poland (8,000), Austria (7,000)**

* Based on a Voluntary Report – China Wood Products China prepared by the USDA staff (not official US government statement) 

(https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Wood%20Products%20Annual_Beijing_China%20-%20People%27s%20Republic%20of_CH2022-

0086.pdf)

** EUTR 2019 report (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:96d6591a-0495-11eb-a511-01aa75ed71a1.0010.02/DOC_1&format=PDF)9

https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Wood%20Products%20Annual_Beijing_China%20-%20People%27s%20Republic%20of_CH2022-0086.pdf
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Wood%20Products%20Annual_Beijing_China%20-%20People%27s%20Republic%20of_CH2022-0086.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:96d6591a-0495-11eb-a511-01aa75ed71a1.0010.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
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Aidenvironment Europe
Barentszplein 7

1013 NJ Amsterdam

The Netherlands

T: +31 (0)20 686 81 11

M: info@aidenvironment.org

Aidenvironment Asia 
Noble House, Mega Kuningan,

29th fl. No. 2,

Jl. Dr.Ide Anak Agung Gde Agung Kav. 

E 4.2 Jakarta, JK 12950, Indonesia

M: info@aidenvironment.org

Aidenvironment East-Africa
Plot 99 Luthuli Avenue

Kampala

Uganda

T: +256 (0)393 20 88 17

M:eastafrica@aidenvironment.org

Joana Faggin

Senior Researcher – Forest Team Coordinator

joana@aidenvironment.org





https://search.fsc.org/
https://open.fsc.org/handle/resource/302


▪

▪

▪





Coverage of existing/proposed legislation











Deforestation 

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1tZL-0zs12Z570__OwLN7cXLVALhlYY_t/view


















Part 3: Understanding and imagining how 
to approach geo-location

Aim: 

• Start discussing practical steps you will take to comply with the EUDR 
geolocation requirements. 

• Share your knowledge and collaboratively develop solutions to challenges posed

Format

• 1.5 hour session

• 1 hour group 
discussions

• 30 mins feedback 

Groups

• 15 tables 

• Mix of expertise

• Product focus

Resources

• Session guide (2 pages)

• EUDR text wording 
(included in above)

• Flipchart & pens

Oliver Cupit, ZSL



Understanding and imagining how to approach geo-
location

Q1: How will you ensure traceability of 

products in your supply chains? 

Q2: How will you go about mapping 

geolocation coordinates for plots of land? 

Q3: How will you capture date or time 

range of production?

Q4: How will you tackle risk of mixing and 

verify origin claims are correct? 



Tips for a productive discussion

• Be specific - choose a product/ supply 

chain to use as a case study

• Embrace complexity – discuss scenarios 

you don’t yet have all the answers to

• Draw it out – Use the flipchart and pens 

to create a supply chain diagram 

• Think outside the box - Don’t just 

consider tweaks to the status quo



“Operators shall collect information, documents and data demonstrating 

that the relevant products are compliant with Article 3. For this purpose, 

the operator shall collect, organise and keep for 5 years from the date of 

the placing on, or export from, the Union market, the following information, 

accompanied by evidence, relating to each relevant product:…

geolocation of all plots of land where the relevant commodities that the 

relevant product contains, or has been made using, were produced, as well 

as date or time range of production. 

Where a relevant product contains or has been made with relevant 

commodities produced in different plots of land, the geolocation of all 

different plots of land shall be included. 

Any deforestation or forest degradation in the given plots of land shall 

automatically disqualify all products and commodities from those plots of 

land from being placed and made available on the market or exported 

therefrom…

Extracts from the EUDR…

Definition: 

‘geolocation’ means the 

geographical location of a plot of 

land described by means of latitude 

and longitude coordinates 

corresponding to at least one 

latitude and longitude point and 

using at least six decimal digits.

… for plots of land of more than 4 

hectares, the geographical location 

shall be provided using polygons, 

meaning sufficient latitude and 

longitude points to describe the 

perimeter of each plot of land.
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