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Organization Type Default audit method 

Organizations not 

managing SLIMF or 

community forests 

The certification body shall conduct an annual on-site audit of the 

relevant aspects for all types of evaluations. 

NOTE: Certain aspects of the evaluation (e.g., document 

review, stakeholder interviews, analysis of maps or satellite 

imagery, etc.) may be verified remotely provided that the 

eligibility criteria specified in Annex 1 are met. 

Organizations 

managing a single 

SLIMF or a single 

community forest 

The certification body shall conduct  on-site audits at the main 

evaluation and in one surveillance evaluation during the five-

year-period of validity of certification. 

The remaining surveillance evaluations shall be conducted remotely, 

unless: 

• there are outstanding corrective actions to be evaluated 
which may require on-site verification; or 

• complaints requiring on-site verification; or 
• The Organization requests an on-site audit; or 
• the certification body provides justification that an on-site 

audit is necessary to obtain objective evidence to verify 
conformity related to any aspect of the evaluation. 

Organizations 

managing forest 

management groups or 

sub-groups of SLIMF 

and/or community 

forests 

The certification body shall conduct  on-site audits at the main 

evaluation, during the first surveillance evaluation, and at least 

one additional surveillance evaluation during the five-year-

period of validity of certification.  

 

 

For Organizations managing forest management groups or subgroups 

with MUs that qualify as community forests of <50,000 ha, or 

with less than 100 MUs that qualify as SLIMF, the remaining 

surveillance evaluations shall be conducted remotely, unless: 

• there are outstanding corrective actions to be evaluated 

which may require on-site verification; or  

• complaints requiring on-site verification; or 

• The Organization requests an on-site audit; or 

• the certification body provides justification that an on-site 

audit is necessary to obtain objective evidence to verify 

conformity related to any aspect of the evaluation. 

For Organizations managing forest management groups or subgroups 

with MUs that qualify as community forests of ≥50,000 ha, or 

with 100 or more MUs that qualify as SLIMF, the remaining 

surveillance evaluations may be conducted remotely, unless: 

• there are outstanding corrective actions to be evaluated 

which may require on-site verification; or 





▪

▪

▪

▪

▪





▪

▪

▪



▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪





▪

▪

▪





▪

▪

▪



▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪



▪

▪

▪

▪

▪







•

•

▶

▶

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=22lOEmXva0mWqV1WvsHSkQUpSLPPCHVDtISU0zWId71UOUM4RFg5T0pTTVJNMkw2R1JTUlQ5V1c0Ty4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=22lOEmXva0mWqV1WvsHSkQUpSLPPCHVDtISU0zWId71UOUM4RFg5T0pTTVJNMkw2R1JTUlQ5V1c0Ty4u
https://connect.fsc.org/current-processes/revision-forest-management-evaluations-standard-fsc-std-20-007
https://connect.fsc.org/current-processes/revision-forest-management-evaluations-standard-fsc-std-20-007
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