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Forest Stewardship Council®
Consultation on FSC’s accreditation standards

 
Overview of key changes introduced in revised FSC accreditation standards

Participate today through 
the FSC Consultation Platform

Consultation Timeline
Starting date: 23 September 2024
Consultation end date: 21 November 2024

WEBINARS
16 October 2024
9:00 - 10:30 CET and 16:00 - 17:30 CET 

7 November 2024
9:00 - 10:30 CET and 16:00 - 17:30 CET Webinars on 16th October offer Spanish and French interpretation
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o
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Auditor shortage

Challenges in transfer 
of certification

Provision of online trainings for 
auditor candidates is introduced
Auditors qualification require-
ments are revised to consider 
experiences other than auditing 
and reducing the cap for 
number years of experience for 
Forest Management auditor 
candidates from 10 to 6 years 

Clarification on allowable limit of 
transfer per certification cycle 
Timeline for the issuing certifica-
tion body to respond to the 
request and no response leading 
to automatic transfer 

a)

b)

Risk-based approach 

o

o

o

o

FSC to identify and communicate 
integrity risk 

Certification bodies to apply 
additional evaluation measures 
including:

Unannounced audit 
Due diligence requirements 
Not waiving surveillance 
evaluation 
Other measures depending on 
the risk and as communicated 
by FSC

a)

b)

In accordance with EC regulation 
765/2008, the German national 
accreditation body is conducting an 
FSC system review, and this review 
led to the following changes:

Certification bodies obtaining 
and maintaining accreditation 
through ASI’s Two Tier Assurance 
Program 

Certification bodies to conform 
with ISO 17065, also leading to 
revisions of FSC-STD-20-007 and 
FSC-STD-20-011 (consultation 
open October 21 - November 21st)

Changes to the certification 
process with the following steps:

a)

b)

c)

o

o

o

o

Evaluation: 
Main Evaluation: Closing all 
nonconformities before the 
certification decision
Surveillance: Applying corrections 
for all nonconformities within 3/4 
months of audit closing meeting

 Certification Decision: 
Main evaluation: No granting 
of certification with open noncon-
formities
Surveillance: No maintaining of 
certification without applying 
corrections for all nonconformities

1.

2.

1. Regulatory compliance 2. Strengthening Integrity 3. Stakeholders’ concerns

PRO-20-004 
General requirements 
for an FSC Training Programme

STD-20-001 
General requirements for FSC 
accredited certification bodies

PRO-20-003 
Transfer of FSC Certificates 
and license agreements

FSC's accreditation standards

Strengthening Integrity 

Regulatory compliance Stakeholders’ concerns

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DE/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32008R0765
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DE/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32008R0765
https://consultation-platform.fsc.org/
https://connect.fsc.org/sites/default/files/2023-07/General%20Accreditation%20Standard%20Infographic%20FINAL.pdf



